Labspace Studio launches East-End Expedition Series with inaugural project, My Friend Don: an interdisciplinary exhibition and 11-member canoe expedition down the East Don River.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 8, 2010 - East-end art space, Labspace Studio, rolls out their summer programming with the East-End Expedition Series, a string of artist-led projects and research-based expeditions that investigate, navigate and re-contextualize the urban natural spaces in Toronto's east-end. Largely collaborative and always exploratory, each expedition follows a period of research and creation, culminating in a multi-dimensional group exhibition.

The first of four exhibitions, My Friend Don is the result of a 2-day, 11-member canoe expedition down the East Don River. The show brings together various Toronto-based artists and non-artists (an ex-navy diver and deep sea welder, an environmental PhD candidate and veteran paddler/ logging road surveyor). Together they have created an unusual art show consisting of sculpture, installation, scientific research and presentation, performance, photo-documentation, demonstration and traditional art media.

According to My Friend Don lead artist, Gram Shmalz," The project is an experiment in open-ended arts based research; an opportunity for learning and dialogue around the disparate geography of Toronto's Don Valley."

Throughout the summer & fall, Labspace Studio will produce four artist-led projects examining the natural spaces in Toronto's east-end including: My Friend Don, A Night with Leslie, Rumblings in the Rouge & Hydro Hike.

"Each project is meant to encourage creative experiences and dialogue within our own east-end geography," says Laura Mendes, Co-Director of Labspace Studio. "It's a shame that most Torontonians have no clue that places like  Rouge Park or Leslie Spit exist. These projects are meant to provoke awareness and urban adventure in a collaborative and creative way."

My Friend Don opens on Friday, July 16th 7:00-12:00 am at Labspace Studio (2A Pape Ave) and runs from July 16-18th.

Labspace Studio is an independent arts centre in Toronto's east-end with an interest in hybrid art practices, collaboration, experimentation and exchange. 
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Media inquiries: Laura Mendes at 416-836-1516 or by email at info@labspacestudio.com
For complete details on each expedition visit www.labspacestudio.com
